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Ms. Andrea Gebler; Ms. Gebler discussed school building closures. 
 
Ms. Kristy Carlson; Ms. Carlson discussed budgetary concerns and offered her thoughts on 
securing outside financial experts to help find ways to cut expenses.  She stated that she 
felt the district should consider a Budgetary Advisory Committee and would volunteer her 
time and effort for that task. 
  
Ms. Deborah Rainis; Ms. Rainis discussed the consolidation of our middle schools.  
 
Ms. Terry Harris; Ms. Harris discussed her views on middle school closures and the 
disturbing effects that lie therein. 
 
Ms. Diane Pecorale; Ms. Pecorale questioned the validity of the Study Group’s report 
regarding space utilization and asked that all percentages be clarified. 
 
Ms. Lynn Dean; Ms. Dean discussed school closures and the negative impact it would have 
on “school-connectedness”. 
 
Mr. Glenn Sloat; Mr. Sloat agreed that something needs to be done and school closures do 
provide a substantial amount of revenue to the district.  He mentioned that even after 
closing schools, the district will still be facing tough times.  He beseeched the board to be 
diligent in looking at long-term effects that any and all budgetary cuts will have on the 
students and residents of this community. 
 
Ms. Kelly Xippolitos; Ms. Xippolitos discussed the closing of school buildings. 
 
Ms. Amy Dowdell; Ms. Dowdell discussed the options the board will be reviewing before 
coming to any final decision. 
 
Ms. Ruth Mineo; Ms. Mineo spoke about the closing of schools and stated that additional 
cuts should be made to the administrative staff. 
 
Ms. Carmela Caminito; Ms. Caminito read excerpts from a recent newspaper article 
regarding teacher/administrative salaries.  She said these employees should agree to pay 
freezes and pay cuts to help the district’s financial state. 
 
Ms. Maria Stepkowski; Ms. Stepkowski asked the board to remain cognizant of how school 
closings will affect the special education population who are already required to change 
buildings on a frequent basis.   
 
Ms. Marcelle Crudele; Ms. Crudele questioned the board on the timing of the budget 
process.  She wondered how we could be considering closing schools when the board has 



yet to even begin preparing next year’s budget.  She also wanted to know how beneficial the 
closing of schools will be to reducing next year’s budget. 
 
Mr. Robert Maresca; Mr. Maresca reminded the board that the more transparent it is, the 
more trust the community will have in its actions.  He said faith is a direct result of 
transparency and asked the board to consider placing more information on the website to 
accomplish this mission. 
 
Ms. Kristina Delaney; Ms. Delaney spoke about school closures, the budget process and the 
recent renewal of the Superintendent’s contract. 
 
Mr. Aidan Pecorale; Mr. Pecorale spoke about being a student at Beach Street Middle 
School and asked the board not to consider closing his school.  He said this is his first year 
at Beach Street and he is very comfortable being a student in that building and wouldn’t 
want to have to move to a different school location. 
 
Mr. Peter DeMicco; Mr. DeMicco asked that the board keep Beach Street Middle School 
open.  Closing it would mean that there would only be one middle school in the district and 
doing that could add additional costs to the budget such as transportation, fuel, etc.   
 
Ms. Doreen Hantzschel; Ms. Hantzschel discussed her concerns regarding the structure of 
the integrated program within the district.  Ms. Hantzschel also asked the board to give 
additional consideration to the Fundations program which she feels the district sorely 
needs and is critical in the provision of reading instruction. 
 
 











~ PLANNING SESSION ~ 
 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

November 29, 2011 – High School 
 
 
 

 
PRESENT:  Mr. Gellar, Mr. Brady, Mrs. LaRosa, Mr. Maginniss, Mr. Smith, Mr. Ulrich  

and Mr. Zotto 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
ADMINISTRATORS: Mrs. Burns, Mrs. Duffy, Dr. Parvey, Mr. Simon, Mr. Zocchia 
 
ABSENT:  None  

 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, followed by the Pledge. 
 
Motion was made by Annmarie LaRosa, seconded by George Smith, and carried when all board 
members present voted in favor to approve TEACHING: CHILD-REARING LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
(unpaid): Elena Iacobellis, Foreign Language; effective November 21, 2011 to February 17, 2012. 
 
Motion was made by Bob Ulrich, seconded by Annmarie LaRosa, and carried when all board 
members present voted in favor to approve TEACHING: CHILD-REARING LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
(unpaid): Tara Probert, Social Studies; effective November 21, 2011 to December 21, 2011. 
 
Motion was made by Scott Brady, seconded by Annmarie LaRosa, and carried when all board 
members present voted in favor to approve OTHER: SUBSTITUTE/INTERIM ADMINISTRATOR: 
Christine Carlson; effective November 30, 2011. 
 
Motion was made by Scott Brady, seconded by Annmarie LaRosa, and carried when all board 
members present voted in favor to approve OTHER:  ADVISOR/CLUBS 2011 – 2012 SCHOOL YEAR: 
Vincent Luvera, School Store. 
 
Motion was made by Mike Zotto, seconded by Bob Ulrich, and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to approve OTHER:  HIGH SCHOOL WINTER COACHES  2011 – 2012 SCHOOL 
YEAR: Michael Destefano – Boys Winter Track, Assistant Varsity Coach. 
 
Motion was made by Mike Zotto, seconded by Annmarie LaRosa, and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to approve OTHER:  HIGH SCHOOL WINTER COACHES 2011-2012 SCHOOL 
YEAR:  Tom Longobardi – Wrestling, Assistant Varsity Coach; Tom Powers – Wrestling, Junior 
Varsity Coach; and  Kevin Lewis – Volleyball, 7-8 Beach Street Coach. 
 
Motion was made by Bob Ulrich, seconded by Annmarie LaRosa, and carried when all board 
members present voted in favor to approve OTHER:  Home Instruction: Thomas Andrejkovics 
(Science), Colleen Curran (Math), Deanna Esposito (Math), Brian Ferrrara (Math), Timothy Fox (Math), 
Angela LaMonica (Science), Amanda Nicolotti (Science) Michelle Porcelli (Science), Danielle Rossi 
(Math), Melissa School (Science) – effective November 30, 2011; Ryan O’Connor (Social Studies) – 
effective October 17, 2011; Tonimarie Paladino (Elementary, Special Education) – effective October 
11, 2011. 
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Motion was made by Scott Brady, seconded by Ron Maginniss, and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to approve OTHER:  SUBSTITUTE TEACHER: Shawn DeVito and Evan Rafferty 
– effective November 30. 2011; Alesia Holewinski – effective November 18, 2011; Stephanie Pugliese – 
effective November 21, 2011. 
 
Motion was made by Bob Ulrich, seconded by Scott Brady and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to approve a Memorandum of Agreement with the Paraprofessionals. 
 
Motion was made by George Smith, seconded by Scott Brady and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to approve a bid to purchase a box truck and a bid to purchase a step van. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the district’s formation of a Citizens’ Budget Advisory Committee. 
 
Mr. Simon addressed the Board and responded to questions regarding school closures.  Mr. Gellar 
polled the Board to see where each member stood on the topic.  All board members present, in 
addition to the superintendent, voiced their preference for Option 2A – closing two elementary 
schools.  The Board President stated that the specific buildings to be closed will be indentified at the 
January 12, 2012 meeting. 
 
Motion was made by Scott Brady, seconded by Annmarie LaRosa and carried when all board 
members present voted in favor to adjourn to Executive Session at 10:44 PM for the purpose of 
discussing personnel, negotiations, and/or litigation. 
 
Meeting reconvened at 11:56 PM. on motion by George Smith seconded by Scott Brady and carried 
when all board members present voted in favor. 
 
Motion was made by Ron Maginniss, seconded by Scott Brady and carried when all board members 
present, with the exception of Bob Ulrich who abstained, voted in favor to approve a residency waiver 
for Brett W. 
 
Motion was made by George Smith, seconded by Scott Brady and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to approve a list of enrichment teachers. 
 
Motion was made by Annmarie LaRosa, seconded by Bob Ulrich and carried when all board members 
present voted in favor to adjourn to Super-Executive Session at 11:57 PM. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM on motion by George Smith seconded by Annmarie LaRosa and 
carried when all board members present voted in favor. 
 
      Respectfully submitted by, 

      Jeanne Koeper 
 

      Jeanne Koeper 
      District Clerk 
 
 
 
All correspondence, reports, or related materials referred to in these minutes are on file in the District 
Office. 
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